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DETAILED ACTION 

C/a/m Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification sliall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 35, 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Zoffel et al. 

(5,274,547). 

As per Claim 35, 

Zoffel ('547) discloses, 

a processor (central data processor), see column 23, lines 20-23. 

a memory device operatively coupled to the processor, see column 23, lines 20- 
23. (To save data, it is inherent that there's a memory device coupled to the 
processor) 

receive first collection information (credit information) from a first collection 
agency (repository), see Abstract of Zoffel, lines 2-8. 

store data indicative of the first collection agency and the first collection 
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information witli a logical association between the data indicative of the first 
collection agency and the first collection information, see column 31 , lines 2-5 of 
Zoffel. (Since an operator can designate the repository from which data will be 
retrieved, it is inherent that there's logical association between the data indicative 
of the first collection agency (repository) and the first collection information 
(data). Data must be stored in order to be retrieved. Repository = a facility 
where things can be deposited for storage) 

receive second collection information from a second collection agency, see 
Abstract of Zoffel, lines 2-8. (repositories = more than one repository = there's a 
second repository) 

store data indicative of the second collection agency and the second collection 
information with a logical association between the data indicative of the second 
collection agency and the second collection information, see column 31, lines 2-5 
of Zoffel. (Since an operator can designate the repository or repositories from 
which data will be retrieved, it is inherent that there's more than one repository 
and that there's logical association between the data indicative of the second 
collection agency (repository) and the second collection information (data). Data 
must be stored in order to be retrieved. Repository = a facility where things can 
be deposited for storage.) 

generate a credit report, the credit report incorporating at least a portion of the 
first collection information, see column 4, lines 46-4 and column 31 , lines 2-5. 
(Since an operator can designate the repository from which data will be retrieved, 
it is inherent that the credit report can incorporate first collection information.) and 
Application's own admitted disclosure in Background of invention (Page 1 , line 
29) "subscribers may access negative collection information." It is inherent that 
the credit report sent to the subscriber can incorporate negative information.) 



As per Claim 39 

Zoffel ('547) discloses, 

receive first collection information (credit information) from a first collection 
agency (repository), see Abstract of Zoffel, lines 2-8. 

store data indicative of the first collection agency and the first collection 
information with a logical association between the data indicative of the first 
collection agency and the first collection information, see column 31 , lines 2-5 of 
Zoffel. (Since an operator can designate the repository from which data will be 
retrieved, it is inherent that there's logical association between the data indicative 
of the first collection agency (repository) and the first collection information 
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(data). Data must be stored in order to be retrieved. Repository = a facility 
where things can be deposited for storage) 

receive second collection information (credit information) from a second 
collection agency (repository), see Abstract of Zoffel, lines 2-8. (repositories = 
more than one repository = there's a second repository) 

store data indicative of the second collection agency and the second collection 
information with a logical association between the data indicative of the second 
collection agency and the second collection information, see column 31, lines 2-5 
of Zoffel. (Since an operator can designate the repository or repositories from 
which data will be retrieved, it is inherent that there's more than one repository 
and that there's logical association between the data indicative of the second 
collection agency (repository) and the second collection information (data). Data 
must be stored in order to be retrieved. Repository = a facility where things can 
be deposited for storage.) 

generate a credit report, the credit report incorporating at least a portion of the 
first collection information, see column 4, lines 46-4 and column 31 , lines 2-5. 
(Since an operator can designate the repository from which data will be retrieved, 
it is inherent that the credit report can incorporate first collection information.) 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-9, 11-12, 15, 20, 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Zoffel et al. (5,274,547) in view of Duhan (US 2001/001 1245), and 

further in view of Shimizu et al. (US 2002/01 1 1822) 
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Zoffel ('547) discloses, 

receiving first negative collection information (credit information) from a first 
collection agency (repository), see Abstract of Zoffel, lines 2-8. (It is inherent that 
credit information can include both positive and negative information and 
according to applicant's own admitted disclosure in the Background of Invention 
(page 1, lines 224-28), typically the collection agency reports "negative" credit 
information to a credit bureau and the credit bureau stores negative collection 
information collected from hundreds of collection agencies in a dataset.) 

storing data indicative of the first collection agency (repository) and the first 
negative collection information with a logical association between the data 
indicative of the first collection agency and the first negative collection 
information, see column 31, lines 2-5 of Zoffel. (Since an operator can designate 
the repository from which data will be retrieved, it is inherent that there's logical 
association between the data indicative of the first collection agency (repository) 
and the first collection information (data). Data must be stored in order to be 
retrieved. Repository = a facility where things can be deposited for storage) 

receiving second negative collection information (credit information) from a 
second collection agency, see Abstract of Zoffel, lines 2-8. (repositories = more 
than one repository = there's a second repository) (According to applicant's own 
admitted disclosure in the Background of Invention (page 1, lines 224-28), 
typically the collection agency reports "negative" credit information to a credit 
bureau and the credit bureau stores negative collection information collected 
from hundreds of collection agencies in a dataset.) 

storing data indicative of the second collection agency (repository) and the 
second negative collection information with a logical association between the 
data indicative of the second collection agency and the second negative 
collection information, see column 31 , lines 2-5 of Zoffel. (Since an operator can 
designate the repository or repositories from which data will be retrieved, it is 
inherent that there's more than one repository and that there's logical association 
between the data indicative of the second collection agency (repository) and the 
second collection information (data). Data must be stored in order to be 
retrieved. Repository = a facility where things can be deposited for storage.) 

receiving a request for a credit report from the subscriber, see column 4, lines 
46-47. 

generating the credit report, the credit report incorporating at least a portion of 
the first negative collection information, see column 4, lines 46-4 and column 31 , 
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lines 2-5. (Since an operator can designate the repository from which data will be 
retrieved, it is inherent that the credit report can incorporate first collection 
information.) and Application's own admitted disclosure in Background of 
invention (Page 1 , line 29) "subscribers may access negative collection 
information." It is inherent that the credit report sent to the subscriber can 
incorporate negative information.) 

transmitting the credit report to the subscriber, see column 1 , lines 20-22, 25-27 

and column 4, lines 49-50. (Zoffel) 

charging the subscriber a first fee, see column 1 , lines 50-51 . (Zoffel) 

Zoffel does not specifically disclose receiving login information from a subscriber, 
authenticating the login information and paying the first agency a second fee. 

Duhan ('245) teaches receiving login information (log on/password) from a 
subscriber and authenticating the login information, see paragraph 0085, Iines6- 
8, 13-18. 

Shimizu ('822) teaches paying the first agency (information provider) a second 
fee (compensation), see Fig 5, paragraph 0150, lines 4-6 and paragraph 0151 , 
lines 4-5. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Zoffel's invention to include receiving login information from a subscriber, 
authenticating the login information and paying the first agency a second fee 

One of the ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so, for the benefit of 
increasing security and creating a profitable relationship between information 
provider and taker. 



As per Claim 2, 

Zoffel ('547) further discloses determining the credit report incorporates at least a 
portion of the first negative collection information^ column 4, lines 46-4 and 
column 31 , lines 2-5. (Since an operator can designate the repository from which 
data will be retrieved, it is inherent that what information to be include can be 
determined.) and Application's own admitted disclosure in Background of 
invention (Page 1, line 29) "subscribers may access negative collection 
information." It is inherent that the credit report sent to the subscriber can 
incorporate negative information.) 



As per Claim 3, 
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Zoffel ('547) further discloses retrieving tlie logical association between tine data 
indicative of the first collection agency and the first negative collection 
Information, see column 31, lines 2-5 of Zoffel and Application's own admitted 
disclosure In Background of Invention (Page 1 , line 29) "subscribers may access 
negative collection information." It is inherent that the credit report sent to the 
subscriber can incorporate negative information.) (Since an operator can 
designate the repository from which data will be retrieved, it is inherent that 
there's logical association between the data indicative of the first collection 
agency (repository) and the first collection information (data).) 

As per Claim 4 

Zoffel ('547) further discloses generating the credit report to incorporate at least a 
portion of the second negative collection information (credit information from the 
second repository), see column 31, lines 2-5. 

As per Claim 5, 

Zoffel ('547) does not specifically disclose paying the second agency a third fee. 

Shimlzu ('822) teaches paying the second agency (provider) a third fee, see 
paragraph 0150, lines 5-7 and paragraph 0151, lines 4-5. (First and second 
agency/provider are paid compensation fee based on how much Information 
each of them contribute = second fee (paid to first agency) and third fee (paid to 
second agency) are not the same fee) 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Zoffel's invention to include paying the second agency a third fee. 

One of the ordinary skill In the art would be motivated to do so, for the benefit of 
creating Incentive to provide useful information. 

As per Claim 6, 

Zoffel ('547) does not specifically disclose the second fee Is based on a level of 
negative collection information contribution from the first collection agency and the 
third fee is based on a level of negative collection information contribution from the 
second collection agency. 

Shimlzu ('822) teaches the fee is based on level of information contribution from 
the agency (provider), see Fig 5 and paragraph 0150, lines 4-6. 



Application/Control Number: 10/676,769 
Art Unit: 4172 



Page 8 



Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Zoffel's invention to include the second fee is based on a level of negative 
collection information contribution from the first collection agency and the third fee 
is based on a level of negative collection information contribution from the second 
collection agency. 

One of the ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so, for the benefit of 
creating a profitable relationship between information provider and taker. 

As per Claim 7 

Zoffel ('547) further discloses the level of negative collection information 
contribution from the first collection agency is a function of the amount of 
negative collection information received from the first collection agency that is 
used in the credit report, see column 31 , lines 2-5. (It is inherent that the level of 
contribution depends on amount of information used in credit report) 



As per Claim 8, 

Zoffel ('547) further discloses the level of negative collection information 
contribution (information merged or eliminated) from the first collection agency is 
a function of the type (type comparison: mortgage/credit line/collection) of 
negative collection information received from the first collection agency that is 
used in the credit report, see column 21, lines 66-68, column 22, lines 1-3, 29, 
and column 25, lines 30-49 and column 32, Iines6-12. 

As per Claim 9, 

Zoffel ('547) further discloses the level of negative collection information 
contribution from the first collection agency is a function of the amount of 
negative collection information received from the first collection agency over a 
predetermined period of time, see column 31 , lines 2-5. (It is inherent that the 
level of contribution depends on amount of information used in credit report) and 
column 8, lines 48-52. 

As per Claim 11, 

Zoffel ('547) does not specifically disclose the sum of the second fee added to 
the third fee is less than the first fee. 

Shimizu ('822) teaches the sum of the second fee added to the third fee (second 
fee + third fee = compensation) is less than the first fee (subscriber fee = 
beneficiary fee), see paragraph 0014, lines 4-6 and paragraph 0151, lines 4-5. 
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Therefore it would liave been obvious to one of ordinary sl<ill in tine art to modify 
Zoffel's invention to include the sum of the second fee added to the third fee is 
less than the first fee. 

One of the ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so, for the benefit of 
creating a profitable relationship between information provider and taker. 

As per Claim 12 

Zoffel ('547) does not specifically disclose the second fee comprises a portion of 
the first fee. 

Shimizu ('822) teaches the second fee (compensation) comprises a portion of the 
first fee (beneficiary fee), see paragraph 0151 , lines 4-5. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Zoffel's invention to include the sum of the second fee added to the third fee is 
less than the first fee. 

One of the ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so, for the benefit of 
creating a profitable relationship between information provider and taker. 

As per Claim 15 

Zoffel ('547) does not specifically disclose the first negative collection information 
is associated with a person and merging the first negative collection information 
with previously stored negative collection information associated with the person 

Duhon ('245) teaches the collection information is associated with a person 
(consumer = a person) and merging collection information with previously stored 
information associated with the person (24 month trending), see Fig 3 and 
paragraph 0012, lines 3-8 and paragraph 0036, Iines10-13 and paragraph 0048, 
lines 5-13. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Zoffel's invention to include the first negative collection information is associated 
with a person and merging the first negative collection information with previously 
stored negative collection information associated with the person 

One of the ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so, for the benefit of 
enabling a more comprehensive credit analysis. 
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As per Claim 20 

Zoffel ('547) further discloses 

receive a request for the credit report from the subscriber, see column 4, lines 
46-47. 

transmit the credit report to the subscriber, see column 1 , lines 20-22, 25-27 and 

column 4, lines 49-50. 

Zoffel ('547) does not specifically disclose receiving login information from a subscriber, 
authenticating the login information. 

Duhan ('245) teaches receiving login information (log on/password) from a 
subscriber and authenticating the login information, see paragraph 0085, Iines6- 
8, 13-18. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Zoffel's invention to include receiving login information from a subscriber, and 
authenticating the login information. 

One of the ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so, for the benefit of 
increasing security. 

As per Claim 24 

Zoffel ('547) further discloses 

receive a request for the credit report from the subscriber, see column 4, lines 
46-47. 



transmit the credit report to the subscriber, see column 1 , lines 20-22, 25-27 and 
column 4, lines 49-50. 

Zoffel ('547) does not specifically disclose receiving login information from a subscriber, 
authenticating the login information. 

Duhan ('245) teaches receiving login information (log on/password) from a 
subscriber and authenticating the login information, see paragraph 0085, Iines6- 
8, 13-18. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Zoffel's invention to include receiving login information from a subscriber, and 
authenticating the login information. 
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One of the ordinary sl^ill in the art would be motivated to do so, for the benefit of 

increasing security. 



Claims 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Zoffel et 
al. (5,274,547) in view of Duhan (US 2001/001 1245), further in view of Shimizu et al. 
(US 2002/01 1 1822) and further in view of Langseth et al. (US 6,694,316) 

As per Claim 13 

Zoffel ('547) does not specifically disclose the first fee is a periodic subscription 
fee. 

Langseth (316') teaches subscriber paying periodic subscription fee, see column 
8, lines 34-35. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Zoffel's invention to include the first fee is a periodic subscription fee. 

One of the ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so, for the benefit of 
encouraging subscriber to pull up as many report as needed without needing to 
worry about additional fee. 

As per Claim 14 

Zoffel ('547) does not specifically disclose the first fee is a transaction fee 
associated with generating the credit report. 

DeFrancesco ('403) teaches the first fee is a transaction fee associated with 
generating the credit report, see column 1, lines 24-26. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Zoffel's invention to include the first fee is a transaction fee associated with 
generating the credit report. 

One of the ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so, for the benefit of 
generating fee to compensate credit providers. 



Claims 16-18, 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Zoffel 
et al. (5,274,547) in view of Duhan (US 2001/001 1245), further in view of Shimizu et al. 
(US 2002/01 1 1 822) and further in view of Hedy (US 2003/0041 031 ) 
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As per Claims 16 

Zoffel ('547) does not specifically disclose receiving the first negative collection 
information via the Internet, 

Hedy ('031 ) teaches receiving collection information (credit information) via the 
Internet, see Abstract of Hedy, lines 1-3. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Zoffel's invention to include receiving the first negative collection information via 
the Internet. 

One of the ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so, for the benefit of 
increase the speed and efficiency of sharing information. 



As per Claims 17 

Zoffel ('547) does not specifically disclose receiving first negative collection 
information from a first collection agency does not include receiving the first 
negative collection information via any of a magnetic tape, a magnetic disk, and 
an optical disk 

Hedy ('031 ) teaches receiving collection information (credit information) via the 
Internet, see Abstract of Hedy, lines 1-3. (Internet is not any of a magnetic tape, 
a magnetic disk, and an optical disk) 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 

Zoffel's invention to include receiving first negative collection information from a 
first collection agency does not include receiving the first negative collection 
information via any of a magnetic tape, a magnetic disk, and an optical disk 

One of the ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so, for the benefit of 
increase the speed and efficiency of sharing information. 



As per Claims 18 

Zoffel ('547) further discloses receiving first negative collection information from a 
first collection includes receiving the first negative collection information via any 
of a magnetic tape, a magnetic disk, and an optical disk, see column 2, lines 5-7. 
(tape = a magnetically coated strip of plastic on which data can be written and 
stored for later retrieval) 
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As per Claim 26, 

Zoffel ('547) does not specifically disclose instructions are further structured to 
cause the machine to receive the first negative collection information via the 

internet 

Hedy ('031) teaches receiving collection information (credit information) via the 
Internet, see Abstract of Hedy, lines 1-3. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Zoffel's invention to include receiving the first negative collection information via 
the Internet. 

One of the ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so, for the benefit of 
increase the speed and efficiency of data transmission. 

Claims 19, 21 , 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Zoffel et al. (5,274,547) in view of Shimizu et al. (US 2002/01 1 1822) 

As per Claim 19 

Zoffel ('547) discloses, 

a processor (central data processor), see column 23, lines 20-23. 

a memory device operatively coupled to the processor, see column 23, lines 20- 
23. (To save data, it is inherent that there's a memory device coupled to the 
processor) 

receive first negative collection information (credit information) from a first 
collection agency, (repository), see Abstract of Zoffel, lines 2-8. (According to 
applicant's own admitted disclosure in the Background of Invention (page 1 , lines 
224-28), typically the collection agency reports "negative" credit information to a 
credit bureau and the credit bureau stores negative collection information 
collected from hundreds of collection agencies in a dataset.) 

store data indicative of the first collection agency and the first negative collection 
information with a logical association between the data indicative of the first 
collection agency and the first negative collection information, see column 31 , 
lines 2-5 of Zoffel. (Since an operator can designate the repository from which 
data will be retrieved, it is inherent that there's logical association between the 
data indicative of the first collection agency (repository) and the first collection 
information (data). Data must be stored in order to be retrieved. Repository = a 
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facility where things can be deposited for storage) 

receive second negative collection information (credit information) from a second 
collection agency, see Abstract of Zoffel, lines 2-8. (repositories = more than one 
repository = there's a second repository) (According to applicant's own admitted 
disclosure in the Background of Invention (page 1, lines 224-28), typically the 
collection agency reports "negative" credit information to a credit bureau and the 
credit bureau stores negative collection information collected from hundreds of 
collection agencies in a dataset.) 

store data indicative of the second collection agency (repository) and the second 
negative collection information with a logical association between the data 
indicative of the second collection agency and the second negative collection 
information, see column 31 , lines 2-5 of Zoffel. (Since an operator can designate 
the repository or repositories from which data will be retrieved, it is inherent that 
there's more than one repository and that there's logical association between the 
data indicative of the second collection agency (repository) and the second 
collection information (data). Data must be stored in order to be retrieved. 
Repository = a facility where things can be deposited for storage.) 

generate a credit report, the credit report incorporating at least a portion of the 
first negative collection information, see column 4, lines 46-4 and column 31 , 
lines 2-5. (Since an operator can designate the repository from which data will be 
retrieved, it is inherent that the credit report can incorporate first collection 
information.) and Application's own admitted disclosure in Background of 
invention (Page 1, line 29) "subscribers may access negative collection 
information." It is inherent that the credit report sent to the subscriber can 
incorporate negative information.) 

charge a subscriber a first fee, see column 1 , lines 50-51 . (Zoffel) 

Zoffel does not specifically disclose pay the first agency a second fee based on a 
level of contribution of negative collection information from the first collection 
agency. 

Shimizu ('822) teaches paying the first agency (information provider) a second 
fee (compensation) based on level of contribution of information, see Fig 5, 
paragraph 0150, lines 4-6 and paragraph 0151, lines 4-5. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Zoffel's invention to include pay the first agency a second fee based on a level of 
contribution of negative collection information from the first collection agency. 

One of the ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so, for the benefit of 
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creating incentive to provide useful information. 



As per Claim 21 

Zoffel ('547) further discloses the level of negative collection information 
contribution from the first collection agency is a function of the amount of 
negative collection information received from the first collection agency that is 
used in the credit report, see column 31 , lines 2-5. (It is inherent that the level of 
contribution depends on amount of information used in credit report) 

As per Claim 23 

Zoffel ('547) discloses, 

receive first negative collection information (credit information) from a first 
collection agency (repository), see Abstract of Zoffel, lines 2-8. (According to 
applicant's own admitted disclosure in the Background of Invention (page 1, lines 
224-28), typically the collection agency reports "negative" credit information to a 
credit bureau and the credit bureau stores negative collection information 
collected from hundreds of collection agencies in a dataset.) 

store data indicative of the first collection agency (repository) and the first 
negative collection information with a logical association between the data 
indicative of the first collection agency and the first negative collection 
information, see column 31 , lines 2-5 of Zoffel. (Since an operator can designate 
the repository from which data will be retrieved, it is inherent that there's logical 
association between the data indicative of the first collection agency (repository) 
and the first collection information (data). Data must be stored in order to be 
retrieved. Repository = a facility where things can be deposited for storage) 

receive second negative collection information (credit information) from a second 
collection agency (repository), see Abstract of Zoffel, lines 2-8. (repositories = 
more than one repository = there's a second repository) (According to applicant's 
own admitted disclosure in the Background of Invention (page 1, lines 224-28), 
typically the collection agency reports "negative" credit information to a credit 
bureau and the credit bureau stores negative collection information collected 
from hundreds of collection agencies in a dataset.) 

store data indicative of the second collection agency (repository) and the second 
negative collection information with a logical association between the data 
indicative of the second collection agency and the second negative collection 
information, see column 31, lines 2-5 of Zoffel. (Since an operator can designate 
the repository or repositories from which data will be retrieved, it is inherent that 
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there's more than one repository and that there's logical association between the 
data indicative of the second collection agency (repository) and the second 
collection information (data). Data must be stored in order to be retrieved. 
Repository = a facility where things can be deposited for storage.) 



generate a credit report, the credit report incorporating at least a portion of the 
first negative collection information, see column 4, lines 46-4 and column 31 , 
lines 2-5. and Application's own admitted disclosure in Background of invention 
(Page 1 , line 29) "subscribers may access negative collection information." It is 
inherent that the credit report sent to the subscriber can incorporate negative 
information.) 

charge a subscriber a first fee, see see column 1 , lines 50-51 . (Zoffel) 

Zoffel does not specifically disclose pay the first agency a second fee based on a level 
of contribution of negative collection information from the first collection agency 

Shimizu ('822) teaches paying the first agency (information provider) a second 
fee (compensation) based on level of contribution of information, see Fig 5, 
paragraph 0150, lines 4-6 and paragraph 0151, lines 4-5. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Zoffel's invention to include pay the first agency a second fee based on a level of 
contribution of negative collection information from the first collection agency. 

One of the ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so, for the benefit of 
creating incentive to provide useful information. 



As per Claim 25, 

Zoffel ('547) further discloses the level of negative collection information 
contribution from the first collection agency is a function of the amount of 
negative collection information received from the first collection agency that is 
used in the credit report, see column 31 , lines 2-5. (It is inherent that the level of 
contribution depends on amount of information used in credit report) 

Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Zoffel et al. 
(5,274,547) in view of Shimizu et al. (US 2002/01 1 1822), and further in view of Hedy 
(US 2003/0041031) 



As per Claim 22 
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Zoffel ('547) does not specifically disclose software program is structured to 
receive the first negative collection information via the Internet 

Hedy ('031 ) teaches receiving collection information (credit information) via the 
Internet, see Abstract of Hedy, lines 1-3. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Zoffel's invention to include receiving the first negative collection information via 
the Internet. 

One of the ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so, for the benefit of 
increase the speed and efficiency of data transmission. 

Claims 27-34, 36-38, 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Zoffel et al. (5,274,547) in view of Duhan (US 2001/001 1245), and further in view 
of Hedy (US 2003/0041031) 

As per Claim 27, 

Zoffel ('547) discloses, 

receiving first collection information (credit information) from a first collection 
agency (repository), see Abstract of Zoffel, lines 2-8. (According to applicant's 
own admitted disclosure in the Background of Invention (page 1, lines 224-28), 
typically the collection agency reports "negative" credit information to a credit 
bureau and the credit bureau stores negative collection information collected 
from hundreds of collection agencies in a dataset.) 

storing data indicative of the first collection agency (repository) and the first 
collection information with a logical association between the data Indicative of the 
first collection agency and the first collection information, see column 31, lines 2- 
5 of Zoffel. (Since an operator can designate the repository from which data will 
be retrieved, it is inherent that there's logical association between the data 
indicative of the first collection agency (repository) and the first collection 
information (data). Data must be stored in order to be retrieved. Repository = a 
facility where things can be deposited for storage) 

receiving second collection information (credit information) from a second 
collection agency (repository), see Abstract of Zoffel, lines 2-8. (repositories = 
more than one repository = there's a second repository) (According to applicant's 
own admitted disclosure in the Background of Invention (page 1, lines 224-28), 
typically the collection agency reports "negative" credit information to a credit 
bureau and the credit bureau stores negative collection information collected 
from hundreds of collection agencies in a dataset.) 
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storing data indicative of the second collection agency and the second collection 
information with a logical association between the data indicative of the second 
collection agency and the second collection information, see column 31 , lines 2-5 
of Zoffel. (Since an operator can designate the repository or repositories from 
which data will be retrieved, it is inherent that there's more than one repository 
and that there's logical association between the data indicative of the second 
collection agency (repository) and the second collection information (data). Data 
must be stored in order to be retrieved. Repository = a facility where things can 
be deposited for storage.) 

receiving a request for a credit report from the subscriber, see column 4, lines 
46-47. 

the credit report incorporating at least a portion of the first collection information 
(data), see column 6, lines 54-58 and column 31, lines 2-5. 

transmitting the credit report to the subscriber, see column 1 , lines 20-22, 25-27 
and column 4, lines 49-50. (Zoffel) 

Zoffel does not specifically disclose receiving login information from a subscriber, 
authenticating the login information, and generating the credit report in real-time. 

Hedy ('031 ) teaches generating credit report in real-time, see paragraph 0001, 
lines 6-8 and paragraph 0003, lines 2-3. 

Duhan ('245) teaches receiving login information (log on/password) from a 
subscriber and authenticating the login information, see paragraph 0085, Iines6- 
8, 13-18. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary sl^ill in the art to modify 
Zoffel's invention to include receiving login information from a subscriber, 
authenticating the login information, and generating the credit report in real-time 

One of the ordinary sl^ill in the art would be motivated to do so, for the benefit of 
increasing security and the speed of data transmission. 



As per Claim 28 

Zoffel ('547) further discloses the first and second collection information (credit 
information from depositories) includes negative collection information, see 
Abstract of Zoffel, lines 2-8 and (According to applicant's own admitted 
disclosure in the Background of Invention (page 1, lines 224-28), typically the 
collection agency reports "negative" credit information to a credit bureau and the 
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credit bureau stores negative collection information collected from hundreds of 
collection agencies in a dataset.) 

As per Claim 29 

Zoffel ('547) further discloses retrieving the logical association between the data 
indicative of the first collection agency and the first negative collection 
information, see column 31, lines 2-5 of Zoffel and Application's own admitted 
disclosure in Background of invention (Page 1, line 29) "subscribers may access 
negative collection information." It is inherent that the credit report sent to the 
subscriber can incorporate negative information.) (Since an operator can 
designate the repository from which data will be retrieved, it is inherent that 
there's logical association between the data indicative of the first collection 
agency (repository) and the first collection information (data).) 

As per Claim 30 

Zoffel ('547) further discloses generating the credit report to incorporate at least a 
portion of the second negative collection information (credit information from the 
second repository), see column 31, lines 2-5. 

As per Claim 31, 

Zoffel ('547) does not specifically disclose the first negative collection information 
is associated with a person and merging the first negative collection information 
with previously stored negative collection information associated with the person. 

Hedy ('031 ) teaches the first negative collection information is associated with a 
person (personal credit information), see paragraph 0001, lines 6-8. 

Duhon ('245) teaches merging collection information with previously stored 
information associated with the person (24 month trending), see Fig 3 and 
paragraph 0012, lines 3-8 and paragraph 0036, Iines10-13 and paragraph 0048, 
lines 5-13. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Zoffel's invention to include he first negative collection information is associated 
with a person and merging the first negative collection information with previously 
stored negative collection information associated with the person 

One of the ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so, for the benefit of 
allowing more accurate credit analysis. 



As per Claim 32, 
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Zoffel ('547) does not specifically disclose receiving the first negative collection 
information via the Internet, 

Hedy ('031 ) teaches receiving collection information (credit information) via the 
Internet, see Abstract of Hedy, lines 1-3. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Zoffel's invention to include receiving the first negative collection information via 
the Internet. 

One of the ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so, for the benefit of 
increase the speed and efficiency of sharing information. 

As per Claim 33. 

Zoffel ('547) does not specifically disclose receiving first negative collection 
information from a first collection agency does not include receiving the first 
negative collection information via any of a magnetic tape, a magnetic disk, and 

an optical disk 

Hedy ('031) teaches receiving collection information (credit information) via the 
Internet, see Abstract of Hedy, lines 1-3. (Internet is not any of a magnetic tape, 
a magnetic disk, and an optical disk) 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Zoffel's invention to include receiving first negative collection information from a 
first collection agency does not include receiving the first negative collection 
information via any of a magnetic tape, a magnetic disk, and an optical disk 

One of the ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so, for the benefit of 
increase the speed and efficiency of sharing information 

As per Claim 34, 

Zoffel ('547) further discloses receiving first negative collection information from a 
first collection includes receiving the first negative collection information via any 
of a magnetic tape, a magnetic disk, and an optical disk, see column 2, lines 5-7. 
(tape = a magnetically coated strip of plastic on which data can be written and 
stored for later retrieval) 

As per Claim 36, 



Zoffel ('547) further discloses. 
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receive a request for tlie credit report from tlie subscriber, see column 4, lines 
46-47. 

transmit tine credit report to tine subscriber, see column 1 , lines 20-22, 25-27 and 
column 4, lines 49-50. 

Zoffel does not specifically disclose receiving login information from a subscriber and 
authenticating the login information and that the credit report is transmitted in real-time. 

Duhan ('245) teaches receive login information (log on/password) from a 
subscriber and authenticate the login information, see paragraph 0085, lines6-8, 
13-18. 

Hedy ('031 ) teaches transmit credit report in real-time, see paragraph 0001 , lines 
6-8 and paragraph 0003, lines 2-3. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Zoffel's invention to include receive login information from a subscriber, 
authenticate the login information and transmit credit report in real time. 

One of the ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so, for the benefit of 
increasing security and the speed of data transmission. 

As per Claim 37, 

Zoffel ('547) further discloses the first and second collection information (credit 
information) is negative collection information received from the first and second 
collection agencies (credit repositories) that is used in the credit report, see 
Abstract of Zoffel, lines 2-7 and (According to applicant's own admitted 
disclosure in the Background of Invention (page 1, lines 224-28), typically the 
collection agency reports "negative" credit information to a credit bureau and the 
credit bureau stores negative collection information collected from hundreds of 
collection agencies in a dataset.) 



As per Claim 38, 

Zoffel ('547) does not specifically disclose software program is structured to 
receive the first and second negative collection information via the Internet 

Hedy ('031 ) teaches receiving collection information (credit information) via the 
Internet, see Abstract of Hedy, lines 1-3. 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Zoffel's invention to include receiving the first and second negative collection 
information via the Internet. 

One of the ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so, for the benefit of 
increase the speed and efficiency of data transmission. 

As per Claim 42 

Zoffel ('547) does not specifically disclose instructions are further structured to 
cause the machine to receive the first negative collection information via the 

internet 

Hedy ('031) teaches receiving collection Information (credit information) via the 
Internet, see Abstract of Hedy, lines 1-3. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Zoffel's invention to include instructions are further structured to cause the 
machine to receive the first negative collection information via the Internet. 

One of the ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so, for the benefit of 
increase the speed and efficiency of data transmission. 

Claims 40, 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Zoffel et 
al. (5,274,547) in view of Duhan (US 2001/001 1245) 

As per Claim 40 

Zoffel ('547) further discloses receive a request for the credit report from the 
subscriber, see column 4, lines 46-47, and transmit the credit report to the 
subscriber, see column 1 , lines 20-22, 25-27 and column 4, lines 49-50. 

Zoffel does not specifically disclose receiving login information from a subscriber, 
authenticating the login information. 

Duhan ('245) teaches receiving login information (log on/password) from a 
subscriber and authenticating the login information, see paragraph 0085, Iines6- 
8, 13-18. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Zoffel's invention to include receiving login information from a subscriber, and 
authenticating the login information. 

One of the ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so, for the benefit of 
increasing security. 
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As per Claim 41, 

Zoffel ('547) further discloses the first and second collection information (credit 
information from depositories) includes negative collection information, see 
Abstract of Zoffel, lines 2-8 and (According to applicant's own admitted 
disclosure in the Background of Invention (page 1, lines 224-28), typically the 
collection agency reports "negative" credit information to a credit bureau and the 
credit bureau stores negative collection information collected from hundreds of 
collection agencies in a dataset.) 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to CHIA-YI LIU whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1573. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur alternating Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, TOM DIXON can be reached on (571 ) 272-6803. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

CHIA-YI LIU 
Examiner 
Art Unit 4172 

/Thomas A Dixon/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4172 
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